THE  FOUR  GEORGES
Minister if the latter would give the assurance that when
he took the chair at the meeting in question he was not
contemplating any measure of Catholic Emancipation.
On this the Duke demanded "that satisfaction which a
gentleman has a right to require, and which a gentleman
never refuses to give55. The antagonists accordingly met
in Battersea Fields on March 2ist, 1829. Wellington
deliberately fired wide, and Winchilsea discharged his
pistol in the air, after which he gave a written apology for
what he had done.1
The rump which still opposed Pitt and the prosecution
of the war might be reduced in the matter of quantity,
but in that of quality it left nothing to be desired. If the
Whigs no longer possessed political power, their social
influence was greater than ever, and they looked down on
those whom Disraeli was later to describe as "the plebeian
aristocracy of Mr, Pitt".2 Out of office they had little to
do save pass from one country-house to another, while
those they despised saved the nation from the French
Revolution and the ambition of Napoleon. A letter
written by Grey to his wife from Woburn in July 1800
throws an interesting light on the life of himself and his
fellow-aristocrats:
"I did not find as large a party as I expected. It at
present consists of Fox, Lord Robert (Spencer), Fitz-
patrick, Lord John Townshend, (Philip) Francis,
Dudley North, Richardson, and myself. Sheridan and
Adair are expected to-day and Hare to-morrow. Fox
is in the highest spirits. It is quite delightful to see
such a man in the midst of a society which he appears
to like, so unassuming, good-humoured, and cheerful.
1 cf. Maxwell, Sir H.: Life of Wellington. Vol. II. pp. 231-236.
* Sybil, Bk. I, Ch. III.
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